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the country with foreign imports and export
our manufactures with the idea of enabling us to
import more food is economic tight rope dancing
which may give the spectators a few moments of’
exhilaration but may prove disastrous to the per-
former. Let not our country attempt these tricks.
7 J. C. KUMARAPPA
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THE TRAGEDY OF KASHMIR
Whenever I look at pictures of that beautiful
little country in Europe, Switzerland, my mind
invariably turns to Kashmir. In pre-war- days
Switzerland was the country par excellence where

one wanted to spend one's holidays whether in ~

winter or summer, spring or autumn. Few can resist
the lure of winter sports once they have tasted the

exhilaration they create nor does one feel the cold
even at heights of 5000 feet above sea level because

of the lovely sunshine which has - made certain
places in Switzerland ideal for sufferers from tuber-

culosis. Summer in Switzerland by the side of the
lakes or trekking in the valleys or mountain-
climbing is ideal and spring and autumn have a
beauty all their own for lovers of nature.

All this beauty even on a grander scale is in
Kashmir and with the development of communica-
tions and residences could be made available on a

" vast scale. That lovely land could be the most
attractive holiday resort and ideal places could

certainly be located for sanatoria for rpatients
suffering from T. B.

But the country is today being ruined owing to
the cruel raids to which the poor peace-loving
inhabitants of the country are being subjected. War
despoils as nothing else and yet man, reasonable
and intelligent though he is supposed to be, has

not yet found the strength to settle his disputes in
any other manner.

A peaceful Kashmir, allowed to develop along
peaceful lines would, with its immense potentia-
lities and unrivalled beauties of nature be an asset
to Pakistan no less than to India. As a paradise
for holiday-makers, as a health resort, it could be
a meeting ground not only for citizens of .both

India and Pakistan but for travellers from all over
the world. -

Even ‘at this late hour cannot wiser counsels
prevail and cannot India and Pakistan séttle the
question of Kashmir without resort to arms and
witlhout reference to anyone other than their own
good sense ? No problem is incapable of solution

‘if the will to solve it is there.
New Delhi, 18-4-'48

“Founded by Mahatmﬁ Gandhi”
At the suggestion of the well-known national

* worker Shri B. F. Bharucha, the above words will

hereafter appear on the Harijan weeklies, [ hope it
will meet with general approval, \

Wardha, 3-5-'48

Al K.

K.G. M.

GANDHIJI'S UTTERANCES ON THE
QUESTION OF KASHMIR '

“In his post-prayer speech this evening Gandhiji
talked of Kashmir. He said that he had seen in the
newspapers some reference to am arbitration over the
issue of Kashmir. Were the Union and Pakistan always
to depend on =& third party fto settls their disputes?
How long would they go on guarrelling ?

“ There was some talk about'the division of Kashmir,
It was fantastic. It wes more than enough that India
had been divided into two. One would have thought

* it impossible for man ta divide a country which God

had made one. Yet it had happened and the Congress
and the League had both decided upen it thongh for
different reasons. Bub that did not mean that the process
of dividing should be further extended. Tf Kashmir
was fo bedfvide_d. why not other states ? Wherse would
this process end ?

P e Let:them (Pakistan) and the Union
representatives sit .down and thrash out the Kaghmir
affair as they had already done in the case of many
other things. If they could not de.so, why could they
not choose from among themselves good, true persong
who would direct their sfeps? The first step was an
open and sincere confession of past lapses. Hearty
repentance broke the edgs of a guilt and led the way
to proper understanding, . . . . . " ( Post-prayer speach,
95-12-'47, published in the Harijan dated 4-1-748).

“ Will not the Pakisban Governmen®and the Union
Government close ranks and coms to an amicable seftle-
ment with the assistance of impartial Indians? Or, has
impartiality fled from India? T am sure it has not."”
(Ibid 29-12-'47, published in the Harijan dated 11-1-'48)

SHRI K. NATARAJAN

Widespread regret will be felt at the death of
Shri K. Natarajan which took place on 29th April
at his residence at Bandra. There were only three
Indian journalists who by their learning, ability
and character commanded universal respect not
only from their countrymen, but even outside
India, viz. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar of Madras, Mr.
Ramanand Chatterji of Bengal and Mr. Natarajan
who adopted Bombav over fifty years ago. Mahatma
Gandhi held him in very higsh regard and Mr.
Natarajan had the greatest affection and respect -
for Gandhiji. A great scholar,- an earnest social
reformer and of a deeply religious nature the late
Shri Natarajan always lived up to the motto which
adorned the Indian Social Reformer: I will be as
harsh as truth and as uncompromising as justice:
I am in earnest; T will not equivocate; I will not
excuse; [ will not retreat.a single inch—and I
will be heard.” He had retired from public life
some years back but his literary pursuits continued
till the end. His personal contact was uplifting and
ennobling; —serene, - self-poised and simple would
be a good description of Shri Natarajan. We
offer our heart-felt sympathy to his daughter
Miss Kamaketi Natarajan, who admired -and |
followed Gandhiji into-the prison, and to the other
members of his family. May his soul rest in peace!

Bombay, 4-5-'48 > B. G. KHER
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THE BIRLA HOUSE AT DELHI

I have read reports of an agitation for acquir-
ing this house as a national monument. I am told
that Shri Ghanashyamdas Birla is unwilling to part
with bis house.

For some years past Gandhiji used to be a guest
of the Birlas, whenever he happened to wvisit a
place where this family possessed a house. Sc_>me
time before the arrival of the Cabinet Mission,
Gandhiji announced that thenceforth he would as
far as possible stay in a Harijan locality during his
tours.

Accordingly, when he broke journey at Bombay.
on this way from Poona to Delhi in April 1946,
although it was only a few hours’ halt, arrangements
had to be made for his stay in the Harijan locality
at Worli. In New Delhi, too, he was encamped at the
Valmiki Mandir in the Bbangi Colony. Thereafter
he always stayed in that Mandir whenever he was
in Delhi. He left- Delhi some days before August
15, 1947 and could not return to it until after the
great Delhi disturbance. - o

When he reached Delhi, he was not quite aware
of the ghastly events that had taken place in the
capital of India. He expected to be lodged in the
Bhangi Colony. But that place had been - occupied
by refugees, and the Government found it necessary
to accommodate him once again at the Birla House.
He accepted the arrangement not by choice, but
under the pressure of circumstances. Mentally he
had left the Birla House camp long since. It was
a mere accident that he was murdered on or about
that place. He was not murdered because he was
staying at the Birla House, or did not stay in the
Bhangi Colony. Those who were aiming at his life
would have tried to take it wherever they could
have' got a convenient opportunity for the purpose.
It could have been a street or a railway station,
or a boat in the midst of a river. Accidentally it
happened to be an open space of the Birla House.

It was Gandhiji who was great—a Mahatma. The
place where he was born, the various places where he
lived during his life of seventyeight years, and the
place where he died had nothing special about them.

Several people had, perhaps, been born before and .

. after him in the very same room in which he was
born at Porbandar, and lived in the places where he
had lived, and might have died in the house where
he died. Not one of them has been claimed as a
Mahatma of even second or third rank below him,

What can ennoble us or inspire us to elevate
ourselves is the life and deeds, the character and
thoughts, the teachings and institutions of Gandhiji,
and running through these all his quest of Truth

and his universal love, his active non-violence. .

His decision to remove himself from the luxurious

house of the Birlas on Mount Pleasant in Bombay .

to the three-roomed tin-shed at Wortli has a lesson
for us all. Not so the merest accident of his hav-
ing been shot at a place, which he had mentally
abandoned long since. That accident cannot, should

not be made a ground for coercing its owner to -

part with it. -

I .am aware of the popular sentiment which is
traditionally trained to transfer their love .and
devotion for a beloved friend from him to things

‘and places associated with him. Though my own
- sentiments are of a different nature, I am prepared

to look at the matter from the point of view of
others. But the Birla point of view cannot be
excluded in these others. Their sentiment is
entitled to be considered with equal respect.

I happen to be today in my ancestral house at
Akola. It is associated with the memories of my
late father, brother, nephew and my own childhood.
My father was a devout follower of a particular .
religious sect, and wused frequently to receive
divines of his sect as his guests. My brother - was
a nationalist, and for years this house was the
only place im Akola for lodging and bearding
Congress leaders. He had had the privilege of
recelving amongst 'others Pandit Motilal Nehru,
Shri Vithalbhai Patel, Dr, Ansari from the departed
ones, and Sardar Patel, Shri C. Rajagopalachari
and several others from those who are still with
us. There is hardly a room in the house in which
some great leader had not sat, slept, dined, or
held consultations. The family had also the honour
of housing Gandhijr during his- three visits to
Akola. His son, Shri Manilal Gandhi, was married
i this very house with my niece.

It so happens that the actual place where my
bed is spread today is the same where Gandhiji’s
had been arranged at the time of his first visit. All
these and so many other memories rush to my mind.

The memories of my father, brother and nephew
are as dear and sacred to the members of the
Mashruwala family as those of Gandhiji and the
great leaders. To the people in general our personal
family associations may count for nought.  They
are interested only in the national associations. But
it is not—cannot be—so to us. Whether these
memories cause pleasure or pain, they are a patt
of our life. And it is so, although there is no attempt._
On our part to treat any part of the house or any
piece of furniture as unusable by the family because
of its associations with some dear or great one.

These are not things which could be compensated
with - money. It would be pnly when our own
regard for the dear ones and the great ones had
diminished and economic considerations had become
more important in our eyes than sentiment, that
the family would be willing to part with the
possession of the house for money. Even if the House
of Parliament unanimously voted for compulsory
acquisition of the house for.the nation, it would,
in my opinion, be an unjust use of the State
power, if my family was unwilling to part with
it. It would amount to punishing the family -
for having become for several years hosts of great
leaders. It would be a warning to public-spirited

‘persons that if they wanted to retain their ancestral
property to themselves, they should not receive

great leaders in it. I look at the Birla House
question from the same angle.
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If the fact that the Birlas belong to: the class

of capitalists, and we live in times when any
agitation could be popularized if it aims to hit a

capitalist, energizes the makers of the proposal to*

put forth this demand, at least Gandhiji’s name
should not be associated with it. It should be
remembered that even if Shri Ghanashyamdas Birla
were the worst capitalist that ever walked in this
world, still he had won the love of Gandhiji whom
people want to adore and whose memory it is
sought to preserve. He who was fit enough to be
recognized by Gandhiji amongst his sons in a special
sense ought not surely be a particular object of

contempt to those who clalm to be his followers
and admirers.

A fancy passes through my mind. Suppose by

chance Gandhiji had been conscious for a few

minutes, after the shooting, and the attendants had
sought to take him inside the house. I fancy that

he was quite capable of saying : Do not remove
me into the house. Let me die under the sky which

I love so much and where thousands of refugees
are passing their days and nights. Or, if it is

necessary to remove me into a building, please
take me to a Harijan’s hut. Let it not be said by the

future generations that with all his loud assertions

about identifying himself with the bumblest of
Harijans, Gandhi died in a princely palace.”

From the reports that have come to me from
those who were present at the spot it appears that
~ there is not much truth in the story that Gandhiji

was alive when he was removed into the Birla
House. But whatever may be the truth about this,
I do not think that anyone will doubt that, apart
from an accident, the prospect of having to die in
a palace would not have been a pleasing one to him.

Akola, 18-4-'48 K. G. MASHRUWALA
‘A PRECEDENT

The article in the Harijan of 11th April, 1948,

What should God have Done, reminds me of some-

thing else which bhappened a very long time ago in

Islam, and which might be of interest to the

rgaders of the Harijan. Reference to this can be

seen in the Kasidah of Haji Abdu El Yezdi trans-
lated by Sir Richard F. Burton and published by
Hutchinson & Company in 1914. Actually this is
not a translation butan original poem of Sir Richard.
In this volume, on page 15, in section two, stanzas
13 and 14, the poet writes as follows:
“1 am the Truth! I am the Trath!”
we hear the God-drunk gnostic cry.
“ The microcosm abides in ME;
Eternal Allah’s nought but Il”
Mansur was wise, but wiser they
who smote him with the hurled stones ;
And, though his blood a witness bore,
No wisdom-might could mend his bones.
In elucidation of this event, the author writes
in his note No. 2 on page 93 as follows:

“ Mansur el-Hallaj (the cotton-cleaner) was
stoned for uttering the pantheistic dogma Ana'l
Hakl (I am the Truth, i. e. God), wa laysa
fi gubbati 4l’ Alloh ((and within my coat is
nought but God ). His hlood traced on the ground
the first-guoted sentence.’”

' JAMSHED SOHRAB VATCHA
[ Note — It should be noted that there is a
difference between ** Within my coat is nought but

God, " and “ Eternal Allah’s nought but 1. T am

afraid that the poet, like several other students of -
philosophy, has not realized this difierence.
Akola, 21-4-'48 — & AT

-QUES TIONS AND ANSWERS

[Here is the second msbalment of the questions

addressed to Shri Vinoba by the Delhi Congress
workers and his answers therefo.]

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTRUCTIVE ACTIVITIES

Q. 5. The Congress has lost prestige in the eyes
of the people since the attainment of independence.
‘When we approach the people with the construc-

tive programmes, they tell us that now that the
Government is national with power to spend money,

we should approach the Government for furthering
and providing funds for the constructive activicies.

A. Let us consider what it was that gave
prestige to the Congress in the eyes of the people. I

put it that it was the sacrifice which Congressmen -
had made for the country. We have now forgotten

this important factor of the prestige. We obtained

- independence and are now acting as if we wanted

to lose it. We seem to say that our full-moon is
now over, -and so let us now advance towards' the
new-moon phase! Congressmen have begun to
think in terms of reaping a harvest.

It is an error to suppose that Government has
too much money. The British handed over. this

concern to India only after it had become insolvent.
‘We have not obtainzd the goodwill of the British
Government, but their bad-will and insolvency.
What is the  wealth of the Government? There are

thirty crores of people in India.- How much money
can it spend per head on them? The Sargent

Committee produced a programme of universal
education extending over a period of forty years. The
expense of implementing that programme was so
big that it was regarded as impossible of execu-
tion. So, Gandhiji had to remark that the very
method of this education was wrong. If a child was
a burden at the time of training, it would remain
a burden even afterwards. Before education it
was a burden, during education it continues to be
a burden, and so after education too it would

remain a burden. So, Gandhiji devised a new plan,
whereby the child would earn while it was bemng
trained and thereby contribute a large share of its
training expenses. I'he medium which he suggested

was also so appropriate that it could become a
good means for the full and all round training of

the child. There can be no doubt that'craft is the
best medium of education. And yet some people
say that it is exacting child-labour. My answer is,
suppose in . the course of training a child has to
turn ‘a chakk: ( grinding stone ), shall I say that
the child might turn the chakki without putting

grain into it, because that would produce flour and
it would amount to child-labour? Is it sinful for

a child to produce food or cloth or any other
useful product while it is being trained ? Why should

it not produce something useful if it is also_a good
medium of instruction ?

Everyone must contribute towards production
of wealth. India could prosper only under that
3Poet Tagore has said somewhere that in
thefd‘tviﬁion of wealth we all take part, but in its
multiplication only a few have to bear the strain,







